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Dear Teachers, Parents and Students,
It gives me immense joy to address these few words to you and to
present this edition of the newsletter. We are informed of all the
developments in the school through this newsletter and are enthused
by the events that take place in school. I am sure some of us look
forward to its arrival and are thrilled to ferret through its pages.
However, not many of us are aware of the dedicated and tireless zeal
of the editorial team that religiously bring out the newsletter and I
acknowledge their zeal and passion to the work entrusted to them.
We are at the beginning of the festive season; this would culminate in
the celebration of Christmas. It is a very long period of celebrations all
over India, with various feasts and celebrations. These festivals have
deep religious connotations; however, they also signify the longing of people to be in the company of
near and dear ones and to celebrate our identity as people belonging to a particular religion, culture,
state or country. I hope and pray that these celebrations do not remain at the peripheral level, instead
may we delve deep into the real significance of those celebrations for individuals, communities and
nation at large. May our yearnings to celebrate bring meaningfulness to our lives and the lives of
others particularly from the underlying theme of triumph of good over evil symbolized in all
celebrations. May the Good reign in our hearts, encompass our souls, envelop our lives and prevail
in our land.
God bless you all.
Yours truly,
Fr. Siby Joseph Vadakel sdb
(Principal - Don Bosco School, Bandel)

From the Editor's Desk
Greetings to all!
At the advent of the festive season, we present before you this new edition of DBB Beams. During the
past few months, we had quite a number of events in school that kept us preoccupied. The First Term
of the academic session being over, we are sure that our students have found out their strengths and
weaknesses and we believe that their determination to perform better will remain implacable.
The inner light of a kind and compassionate soul is more powerful than all the lights of the world. May
the Good Lord hold our hands firmly so that we perceive the true meaning of the upcoming festivals
and act accordingly. May the festival of lights remove the darkness of ignorance and negativity from
our lives and fill it with the goodness of love, joy, prosperity, warmth and kindness.
The Editorial Team
Ms. Pronomita Basu Das, Ms. Nandiny Majilya and Ms. Reshmi Mukherjee
REASON, RELIGION and LOVING KINDNESS
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A WARM WELCOME TO REV. FR. PROVINCIAL
The DBB family is extremely gratified to welcome in our midst Reverend Fr. Provincial Fr.
Joseph Pauria. We are sincerely thankful to him for his constant support,
encouragement and cooperation.

ICSE TOPPERS, 2022-23
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INVESTITURE CEREMONY OF THE NEW STUDENT COUNCIL
The Investiture Ceremony of the Senior Section of Don Bosco School, Bandel was held on 11th July, 2022 to invest responsibilities
on the student leaders for the academic session 2022-23.
The ceremony started with the customary lighting of the lamp to invoke the blessings of the Almighty upon the student leaders.
Following the lighting of the lamp, badges of responsibility were conferred upon the Student Council members and all other student
leaders, thereby making them aware of their important task of fulfilling their commitments towards the school, their peers, and to
their own character formation. In this essence, the Oath was read out- thereby making a solemn pledge to abide by values and
morality at all times.
The Investiture Ceremony is an important event to make student leaders aware of their primary sense of responsibility and the right
conduct to exercise. It was on this note that the ceremony took place and was concluded.
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PATRIOTIC SINGING

Competition

On the 15th of August, 2022, India celebrated jubilantly the 75th Anniversary of
Her Independence. Nicknamed as 'Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav' by many, it was
truly a memorable celebration. There was immense pride and joy around the
country including the obvious sentiment of patriotism- and keeping up with the
jubilation, of course, our institution, Don Bosco School Bandel, in lieu of this
significant milestone, commemorated it with the Inter-House Patriotic Singing
Competition 2022, for the Senior Section.
The event took place on the 10th and 11th of August, 2022, the former for
classes 6 to 8 and the latter for classes 9 to 12. The competition took place
according to the different houses. The entirety of the Senior Section came to
witness the event- and it was simply breath-taking!
On both days, the representative teams from all four houses delivered their
incredible performances in order. Our hearts and minds were filled with the
many immortal tunes of patriotic songs, arousing the senses of nationalism in
every one of us. However, the songs also reminded us of the sacrifices of the
great many men and women who laid down their lives for the betterment of this
country, our country.
The pompous events ended with Father Principal's and the esteemed judges'
ever-inspiring and valuable words; however, on the second day, one of the
judges for the competition, Ma'am Rupa Dey Mukherjee, presented before us
all a pleasant surprise, as she sung the Gem of our Country, the late Lata
Mangeshkar's 'Aye Mere Watan Ke Logo'. The audience erupted into
vehement applause and indeed, the song, while inspiring in us the sentiments
of profound nationalism, did not also fail to make us remember those who
sacrificed their lives for our country- that is a debt we can never repay.
Above all, the event was a grand success! It was a truly unforgettable
presentation by the houses and it really did not matter who 'won' in the epilogue
of it all. That is because 'competitions' such as these really do serve one
purpose- they serve as the reminiscences of our unfathomably rich heritage,
as well as a tribute to those who made the ultimate sacrifice.
- Shreyaj Halder, IX-C
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XPREZNS '22 – A DREAM COME TRUE
A word that is synonymous with causing a heart throb in every DBB
student is perhaps “XpreZnS”. A mega inter-school event that has
evolved over the years, right from its beginning in 2007 to its 15th edition
in 2022, XpreZnS is no less than an emotion for any student of this
institution.
The theme for this year's XpreZnS was “Exprimere Anima” (Latin)
which translates to “Express the Soul”. We here at Don Bosco School
Bandel decided to bank on this theme, and thus provide a platform to all
young and budding talents to express their true colours in their full
potential.
This year, at the 15th edition of Bosco XpreZnS, we had 16 schools
participating from all over Hooghly and the surrounding districts of
Howrah, Kolkata and the 24 Parganas. With 22 events, this was
designed to be the biggest XpreZnS ever. It is said that hard work alone
leads to success, there's no shortcut. Our case had been no exception.
The Representatives Meet on 4th July, 2022 was attended by two
student representatives and one teacher representative from each
participating school.
23rd July 2022
Finally, as if seeing our very dream come true, the day finally arrived.
The school had been decked and adorned beautifully with banners,
flowers, coloured flags and so on. The Opening Ceremony began at
8:30 am. The event was initiated with the lighting of the lamp, an opening
dance performance, a dance by the Juniors and the opening addresses
of Father Principal, Ma'am Shampa Chakraborty and the School
prefect. Next came one of the most looked after aspects of the day - the
theme song.
At around 9:30 am we began with the day's events - both on-stage and
off-stage events started simultaneously. The participants for the various
events proceeded to their respective event venues, as was assigned for
each event.
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There was a food court in the Mahogany Garden, from where
participants and students could appease their appetites and not to
forget, each of the items being sold, was mouth-watering.
Slowly and steadily, the day kept on progressing. The last two events
of the day were the two most-awaited on-stage events - the Western
Music and the Western Dance. The performances of each of the
participating schools were greeted with deafening cheers, influx of
applause and not to forget - the ethereal BOSCO CHEER as hundreds
of voices cheered in unison each time DBB set the stage on fire with
their performances.
As these two events came to its end, the audience was swayed by the
melodious performance of one of our past pupils - Souhardya Roy,
who seemed to set everyone hum to his tunes. Then, as a part of
XpreZnS “tradition”, we had the CORE COMMITTEE DANCE, during
which the audience burst into cheer, laughter and thunderous
applause. As the day was drawing near to its end, we had the Prize
Distribution Ceremony - another awaited event by all. Four schools
were declared as the Best Schools for the day - St. Joseph's Convent
Chandannagar, Don Bosco School Liluah, Durgamoyee Academy and
the host school, Don Bosco School Bandel.
The day drew close with the closing speech of our coordinator, Ma'am
Devika and the singing of the “Hymn to Don Bosco”.
As I write this, my mind still flies back to those days, which are probably
the best days of our school lives - the days when we lived to the fullest.
Through all the laughter, screams, admonitions and the care and
guidance of our teachers, we could finally see the day be successful
and nothing could be more joyous to us. The immense support of our
teachers and the always approachable staff members was definitely
pivotal in shaping the day.
“The best part of memories is making them.”
By Tamoghna Chowdhury,
Management Head and Core Committee, Bosco XpreZnS '22
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WORLD ANGLO-INDIAN DAY
'Anglo-Indian, a right secured from Jawaharlal Nehru'
Don Bosco School, Bandel being an
Anglo Indian School celebrated the
nd
'World Anglo-Indian Day' on August 2
, 2022. The celebration was hosted by
the YCS Club. The programme began
with a prayer, where we all prayed
fervently to invoke God's blessings upon
each member of this great community
spread all across the world. Next the
YCS members thanked God singing a
beautiful hymn, 'Ten Leapers'
Next a presentation was telecast that
paid our respect to some of the members who are famous, like Frank Anthony, who started the ICSE board, Cliff Richards, Ben
Kensley, Wilson Jones, Norah Jones, Rudyard Kipling, Freddie Mercury and Ruskin Bond. Following this, Rev. Father Rector
gave a speech on the theme which was very inspiring and thought provoking. The grand celebration ended by singing the
'Hymn to Don Bosco' our patron Saint and we thanked Father Principal for giving us the opportunity to celebrate this day so
beautifully.
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SAVIO EXPRESSIONS '22
The calendar day of 13th August, 2022 was a special day in Don Bosco School, Bandel. This otherwise
ordinary day turned out to be unique as it was on this day that Savio Xprezns was hosted by Don Bosco
School, Bandel.
Saint Dominic Savio was a faithful and loving student of St. John Bosco. This programme is held every year to
commemorate the name the of this great saint. 10 schools and more than 700 participants had competed in
the various events that took place during the day. Some events were - The Eastern Dance, the Western
Dance, The Eastern Song, the Western Song,
Instrument-playing, Non-fire Cooking, etc. There
were also field events like the 100-metre race and
the obstacle race. Inaugural Dance and the theme
song were the opening events of the Savio Xprezns. The entire programme was
hosted by many well-dressed Masters of Ceremony and their lively presentation
added a special charm. The participating schools were
 St. Joseph's Convent, Chandannagar
 Auxilium Convent School, Bandel
 Don Bosco School, Liluah
 Don Bosco School, Bandel,
 Don Bosco Vidyaniketan, Kalyani and many more.
Their participation was whole-hearted and sincere. It was immensely enjoyed by everyone present there. The Prize Distribution ceremony
was a time of joy and wonder. It was a moment of great pride for Don Bosco School, Bandel who ranked first among all. All the participants
returned home with the fond memories to last them a whole year. All the schools received trophies for their excellent participation.
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Farewell of
THE TEACHING AND THE NON-TEACHING STAFF
“All good things must come to an end”
On the 30th of August, 2022, our school as a whole bid a
heavy-hearted and poignant farewell to some of the
teaching as well as the non-teaching staff who had been
serving our esteemed institution tirelessly, for more than
three decades. The day itself was clouded by fond
memories from the past and overwhelming hope for the
future. The people of Don Bosco School, Bandel shall never
fail to remember the indelible contribution of the staff
members that make the institution better than it previously
was, as well as steering it in the right path to become the
best.
We bid adieu to our dear teachers, Mr. Subrata Banerjee,
Mr. Apurba Banerjee and Mrs. Nilanjana Sengupta
Banerjee, without whose voluntary contribution to the
academic instruction and selfless love towards the students
would not have become what they are presently. Their
thorough and diligent presence made the classes much
more responsible. We also bade farewell to the members of
the non-teaching staff- Mr. Kedar Nayak, Mr. Azad Miya, Mr.
Hemanto Mukherjee and Mr. Sudhir Ekka, who themselves
aided the school, its students and the staff when it came to
proper functioning and everyday assistance. For every little
matter, they always stood by our side.
These noble souls are and will forever be a part of the Don
Bosco Bandel family; with their memories with us to be
treasured and held in high esteem. We respect them for
their ever-dutiful and selfless work to refine the very
recognition of this institution to newer heights of grandeur.
The farewell program was highly anticipated and many had
worked hard to provide the aforementioned outgoing staff
with the recognition they so deserve. As such, the day
began with the discourse of the School Prefect, which
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carried the sentiments of gratitude and reverence to our
beloved staff members. Following the prayer service after
this to invoke the Almighty's abundant blessings upon us,
was a PowerPoint presentation which sought to exalt the
outgoing staff, as well as pay reverence, on behalf of the
school as a whole. Reverend Father Principal's speech
came next, followed by our dearly beloved Physics teacher,
Mr. Subroto Banerjee's speech. He expressed his profound
honor to be a part of our esteemed institution and recalled
all the lovely time spent here both in academic instruction
and fraternal revelry.
After the folk dance by the tiny tots of the Junior Section, Mr.
Apurba Banerjee, who was the teacher of Economics,
expressed that he was truly indebted to the school which
was always an integral part of his life, before all his
students and colleagues. The Eastern Dance by the Senior
Section came next, followed by the speech by our dearest
Geography teacher, Ma'am Nilanjana. She delivered a fine
account of all her experiences in this institution and left us
with an anecdote, which was truly inspiring.
After it all, came the speeches of the outgoing non-teaching
staff. Each of them expressed their own fond memories
through their words and reminisced their past experiences.
With the program drawing to a close, came the Fusion
Music by the Senior Section and following, Mr. Nirmal
Gomes, on behalf of the current teaching staff, spoke
heartily about the farewell and how the absence of those
people would inevitably leave behind a great void in our
souls. Then, after the Western Dance by the Senior
Section, a member of the current non-teaching staff
expressed his views regarding the farewell, too.
Just at the epilogue of this opulent event, all the retired staff
members were gleefully honored with tokens of gratitude
and small mementos, from the entire school. It was a final
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extension of our heartfelt and sincere gratitude to our dearly
beloved teachers and non-teaching staff. Finally, the event
came to a close with the words of Reverend Father
Principal, who, on behalf of all, thanked all the outgoing staff
members for their dedicated service to the institution.
The day, though merry, was seemingly very poignant and
serves as a stark reminder that all good things must come to
an end. We must make the most of the time that we do,
indeed have. The farewell of all the outgoing staff was
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exceptionally, such a reminder. The profound memories
and joyful experiences, along with the scattered mishaps
and recuperations all culminate to our experiences with our
dear staff members. We swear to never forget the immense
love and affection they have ever-so dearly, showered
upon us.
And thus, we, with a heavy heart indeed, bid good-bye.
- Shreyaj Halder, IX C
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