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Dear Parents and Students,
We have just finished the First Term, First Assessment and you
have received the report of the First Term. As usual many of you
are happy with the progress you have made, some of you have
resolved to do better and some of you probably will do so in the
days to come. Academic excellence is not merely a wish, it's the
sum total of a student's desire to do well, his determination to do
well, his action to do well, facilitated by the environment at
home, school and society. So, when a student does well it's a
matter of satisfaction for parents, school and society and
conversely when a student does not do well it's a failure on the
part of the whole school system.
It's in this context that the festivals that we are about to celebrate
become relevant. We need to know that there is in all people the presence of God and Asura, one
nurturing us and enabling us to grow and reach maturity and the other gnawing our growth
consequently choking us pushing us to destruction. It's a war within us that is constant and the victory
is not imminent but intermittent. We need to be aware that, that which we nurture is the one which will
ultimately be victorious. Hence, we hope and pray that we may be always on the side of truth and
fairness in our daily struggle to live our lives meaningfully.
Wishing all of you the blessings of God,
Yours truly,
Fr. Siby Joseph Vadakel sdb
Principal
Don Bosco School, Bandel

From the Editors' Desk
Greetings to all!
Welcome to the October edition of DBB Beams. As we are gradually progressing towards the end of
the year 2021, we are looking forward to a hopeful, enthusiastic and 'back to normal' 2022. The school
corridors and classrooms are eagerly waiting for the students to come back with their glee and
unending energy and the lush green fields are waiting for the football to run over them.
With the advent of the festive month, this is a slight reminder that the Covid protocols must be followed
and proper care should be taken to avoid all unnecessary risk factors. Education teaches us to act as
per the requirement of the situation. Hence, we should act wisely now so that we can get rid of the
'new normal' as soon as possible.
May the Holy Mother keep us all in Her loving care and protection.
Keep reading and keep exploring the new.
The Editorial Team
Ma'am Pronomita and Ma'am Reshmi.
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THE GOODBYE AND THE WELCOME

16th June 2021 was a very special day and will remain etched out in the memory of each and every member of our Bosco family. A
plethora of emotions was shared, as on this day we formally bade farewell to our very dear Principal, Rev. Fr. Noby K George. We
also bade an official farewell to our very dear Vice-Principal and Bursar, Rev. Fr. Dorpon Mondol.
The gusto, the energy, the sympathy and the wisdom shown by these two wonderful custodians of our founder Father, St. John
Bosco, especially during the pandemic phase is worth mentioning. Too many memories of good old days flood our mind and make
our hearts heavy as we had to wave goodbye to them. Fr. Noby George would be continuing his noble mission in Don Bosco,
Azimganj and Fr. Dorpon would be doing the same in Don Bosco, Katihar. We wish both of them all the very best and place our
sincere prayers for the well-being of their mind and body and sincerely wish success to kiss each and every endeavour they
undertake. A sincere note of gratitude flowed through every gesture and syllable uttered during the event arranged in school to
mark the day.
If the day made our hearts heavy with the farewell, it also gave us reason to cheer up as well. On the very same day, we welcomed
amidst us Rev. Fr. Siby Vadakel as our new Principal and Rev. Fr. P.V.Matthew as our new Vice-Principal.
Fr. Siby, with his long number of years of experience, not only as a priest, but also as an administrative Head is not a newcomer. In
fact, many of the staff members are fortunate enough to have had the privilege to work under his worthy and able guidance
previously. We are once more honoured to welcome and have Father amidst us to guide and lead us.
We also welcomed Fr. P.V. Matthew who, is also not a newcomer to our Don Bosco premises in Bandel. In fact, Fr. Matthew had
been the Dean of Studies and rendered his service in that capacity. A warm and hearty welcome was extended to our new Principal
and Vice-Principal. Our sincere prayers for Fr. Siby Vadakel and Fr. P.V.Matthew so that they continue gracefully in their noble
mission and keep on touching the hearts of the young children and keep guiding them on their path of righteousness and piety.
In this difficult and challenging scenario, the task of running an institution is not a cake-walk, but we have entire faith and belief that
the reins are in the right hands and the Almighty will abundantly bless our very dear Fr. Siby Vadakel and Fr. P.V. Matthew to sail
through these times successfully and peacefully.
- Ma'am Jayashree Chatterjee
REASON, RELIGION and LOVING KINDNESS

On 27th July a vaccination camp was organised by Don Bosco School
Bandel in collaboration with AMRI hospital. The Siddhartha Sankar Roy
foundation under the auspices of Mr. Rajesh Chirimar helped in the entire
process. Rev. Fr. Siby, Principal of Don Bosco School Bandel had felt the
need to serve the community as there was a real scarcity of vaccination
then in the nearby locality. He had initially reached out to the needy and
underprivileged of the locality and the staff members of DBB to render
them the vaccination free of cost. Here also he was ably supported by Mr.
Rajesh Chirimar and his foundation.
About 500 people were vaccinated on 27th July. The non-teaching staff
members and Ma'am Shampa Chakraborty guided the people who came
for the vaccination camp. A lot of planning had gone into the project so
that there would be no glitches. Prior to the camp a notice was given to all
making use of Facebook and other means of communication. People had
to register with Rs 800 and a receipt was given which had to be brought
on the day of the vaccination. Three days were allotted for registration.
Words are not enough to describe the utmost dedication of the doctors
and nurses who came to vaccinate. The administrative support of AMRI
was excellent. Eighty people at a time were allowed entry in the school
compound according to the time given previously. They waited at the
auditorium comfortably and in batches of ten they were brought to be
vaccinated. All of this went smoothly and the day ended well with the
satisfaction of knowing that Don Bosco School, Bandel has once again
been successful in serving the community.
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“A dream dreamt, A dream lived” (Bosco XpreZns'21)
“Dream is not what you see in sleep. Dream is something that does not let you sleep.” - Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam
Bosco XpreZns 21 was a dream which we all dreamt
since a long time back. After witnessing and being
mesmerized by the determination and the untiring
workload poured in by our Seniors, our batch also
wished and dreamt of following the same footsteps and
making this Inter School Fest bigger and better.
Unfortunately, 2020 was a year of horrid memories
which definitely strained our dreams. But, as we, here
at Don Bosco Bandel make the “impossible, possible”,
we were motivated and rose up for the biggest
challenge. It was the challenge to hold the biggest Inter
School fest in virtual platform. When we first started
reckoning the idea, we had to face a lot of difficulties, as
it wasn't that easy to pull up this. But, the determination,
the desire and, the tenacity of the School Administration, our teachers, and all the participating Schools to make this day possible was worth
reminiscing. From net glitches to late night meets, from shooting videos at home to unlimited phone calls….we walked a long way. It was a way
filled with challenges, with ups and downs, and definitely with the will to be glorious.
Over the years since 2007, XpreZns came out to be a day of enthralling events, neck to neck competition, the best stage for exploring talents and a
medium of uniting students. Our gray cells started working since May when we first reckoned to organize XpreZns in a virtual mode. And, it was
none other than our Former Principal, Fr Noby K George who gave us the backing and support to proceed with our ambitions. Honestly, I
remember each and every moment we spent in planning, discussing and deliberating for making this event a success. When we first started to
move ahead, we felt as if we were trapped in a tempest. It was blank. The journey obviously wasn't that easy. But, the most important thing I imbibe
from those experiences was the 'Team Work' and the spirit to reach the ultimate pedestal of glory no matter what. With the theme of 'Contra Omnes
Dissident Against All Odds' we, as a team were ready for the challenges. But, nothing would have been possible without the constant support of
our Teachers. The lessons we learnt from them during those two months of preparation wasn't just a lesson. It is a life lesson which will help us in
our future endeavors as well. The situation of the entire world then, wasn't that normal as the Second Wave of Covid 19 brought back gruesome
memories but we were hopeful and optimistic to provide an opportunity to the youth. From late night meets to finalizing the rules of the events, from
putting aside the negativity to creating a euphoria of hope, Bosco XpreZns 2021 wasn't just an inter school fest, it was definitely more than that. A
day to unify talents, a day to create memories for a lifetime. Finally, after months of preparation, 23rd July the D Day was absolutely phenomenal.
To be very honest, we didn't expect the day to be so smooth. But, with God's gracious blessings, the event went on successfully without any
issues. All the Committees linked with Bosco XpreZns '21 performed their duties and were top notch which was very necessary for the smooth
coordination of events. Throughout the day, all our Teachers were extremely helpful and supportive which moulded and encouraged us to take
'that extra step' in all our duties. The day ended with a ray of hope. This day taught us that nothing is impossible. The day taught us that Team Work
and Coordination can help us to reach the zenith of Success. And, nothing would have been possible without the guidance and support of
Fr. Principal Fr. Siby Vadakel. His outright approach and constant support to move ahead irrespective of any challenge was the “mantra” which
helped us day in and day out.
Lastly, Bosco XpreZns 21 for me was something different. It had a different air, a different vibe. It gave the best opportunity to the youth to
showcase their talents, unify as a unit and help in integration. Organizing this fest on a virtual platform was definitely a challenge, and the
satisfaction we gained as a unit after doing the impossible, possible can never be expressed in words. It wasn't just an inter school fest, it was a
very important chapter in our lives which taught us to accept challenges, work together and reach glory. We know that the lessons that we were
taught will help us in life as we slowly progress towards the end of the most delightful phase of life.
Contra Omnes Dissident Against All Odds, So Be It.
- Ishayu Gupta (Cl. - 12)
School Prefect - Don Bosco School Bandel.
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CELEBRATION OF INDEPENDENCE DAY, 2021
One of the most significant days in the history of our country is 15th August as it was on this day in 1947 that our country gained independence
from the British after being ruled by them for nearly two centuries. Thus, this day is celebrated all over India with great zeal and enthusiasm
and the same goes for our school, too. However, due to the pandemic, we could not celebrate it as grandly as the years before but we tried to
make it as memorable as possible. On our Scoutmaster, Sir Goswami's instructions, a few senior scouts went to school early morning. Among
them, 7 of us were to receive our Rajya Puraskar badges and the rest would help with the flag hoisting and Colour Party. All of us practised
dedicatedly on the previous day and it yielded results. On the salient day, we prepared ourselves in proper attire and reached the school on
time. The flag was hoisted by Reverend Father Siby Vadakel, our Principal, following which, we all sang the National Anthem. Father
motivated us with his inspirational and patriotic speech. Then, in the Auditorium, the 7 Rajya Puraskar scouts were given their Rajya
Purashkar badges by Father Principal. A cultural programme was held after that, in which there were various songs, poem recitations and
dances, showcasing the vast diversity of our country and also, paying tribute to the soldiers who continuously guard our country's borders and
keep us safe at their personal risk. As the programme ended, we all were filled with nationalistic feelings and patriotism flowed through our
veins. Father Principal and Father Rector were thanked for giving us this opportunity to organize the programme and remind us of the values
which helped our country-men to see an independent new morning 15th August, 1947 onwards: unity, peace, harmony, selflessness, courage
and patriotism.
- Shithan Roy (9 B)

REASON, RELIGION and LOVING KINDNESS

5

DBB IN THE INTERNATIONAL INTER-SCHOOL
CHOIR COMPETITION
The recording room was like the temple and microphone the idol. The experience of recording a song for the first time
ever was spine chilling as well as exciting. It all started from a call from our teacher informing about the event on the
15th of August. As planned, we proceeded with the practice and finally recorded the song successfully. We were not
allowed to hear the song, but our excitements reached the peak. The song was prepared as our school's entry in the
first ever VIRTUAL INTERNATIONAL INTER-SCHOOL CHOIR COMPETITION. We practiced with the belief that
we would do our best. On the final day, we were a bit nervous to see the 14 participating schools with their amazing
performances. Our school performed in the 3rd slot. The judges were all from respected and glorius positions namely
Mr.Carlton Braganza, Mr. Sheridan Brass and Ms.Amber Pereira. All schools performed brilliantly. Now it was the
st
time for the announcement of the winners. To our surprise, we were declared the 1 Runner-up amid the 14
participating schools. As the other schools were equally good, the judges have had gone through a tough time in
selecting the winners. Our trophy and the respective certificates arrived in school after two weeks of long wait.
Respected Fr.Principal presented us with the awards and holding it was such a thrilling experience. I whole-heartedly
thank Ma'am Srijita Sarkar and Sir Subhadeep Nag for their constant support and training. I also sincerely thank
Respected Fr.Principal for giving us this wonderful opportunity to bring glory to the name of our school.
- Asmit Sadhu ( 10 C)
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Celebration of
TEACHER'S DAY, 2021
Celebrating Teacher's Day with a grandiose
has always been a part of our school
calendar year. Even a couple of years back,
we used to plan out the events on stage in
the auditorium and the smaller celebration
in the classroom with a lot of enthusiasm.
However, in the wake of the Covid 19
pandemic, there are no more practise hours
and the packed auditorium seems a distant
memory. However, must every bit of joy,
every bit of speciality of the day, cease? In
order to avoid that, the Student Council,
with help from Ma'am Devika and Rev. Fr.

Principal, planned an offline event with limited
students to celebrate the Teacher's Day 2021.
The celebration started with the prayer
service by our seminarian friends, organized
by Rev. Fr. Principal and Rev. Fr. Rector after
which a series of events followed including the
welcome dance that showcased
Mangalacharana, a video presentation by the
Junior classes (Classes I-V), a musical
extravaganza and the skit “Disconnected”
performed by class 12 signifying how we long
to go back to our offline classes. Apart from
the offline celebration at school, the individual

classes also conveyed their gratitude to
their respective class teachers and
assistant class teachers by sending video
presentations.
Though the day was a success and we did
succeed in bringing back happiness on
campus, something surely was missing.
While we sit back with nostalgia and gloom
for a few more days, we hope to get back to
the days of packed auditorium and
enthusiastic corridors very soon.
- Shaunak Saha (11 A)

Drawing by Debaditya Biswas (4C)
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ICSE AND ISCE RESULTS
2020 - 21

1ST ASSESSMENT
FROM HOME

Education is the most powerful weapon that one can use to change the world. It is
the passport to the future, for tomorrow belongs to those who prepare for it.
Academics is one of the most important branch of education and it is important
because it is strongly linked to the positive outcomes we value. It broadens the
horizons of one's thoughts and changes the way one looks at the society.
Don Bosco, Bandel has always emphasized on the academic excellence of its
students and our students have always come off with flying colours. They have
made us proud repeatedly.

Recently, we took our Half-Yearly
Examinations for the session 202122 via the online mode. We were
made aware of these least expected
guests knocking on the door when
rumours started circulating
throughout the student community
that exams would start from the 23rd
of August. However, the rumours
were put to rest when Father Principal
confirmed the date himself. As the
half yearly exams were going to begin
from the 23rd of August, we had very
little time to prepare and brace
ourselves for the test. After about two
weeks of dedicated study, we were
finally prepared to sit in front of our
screens for the first exam like
expectant students eager to read the
questions which finally arrived in our
Class groups sharp at 8:15 A.M. After
glancing through the paper on the first
day, we were left to wonder whether
fate had deserted us until 8:30A.M.
when we gradually composed
ourselves and were allowed to start
writing. We rushed through the
questions, racing with time until the
clock struck 9:30 when we had to
abandon our pens from utilization
until the next test and submit our
answers to the school through the
mail id of the respective subject
teacher in the PDF format. Other
exams also had similar hours which
were overdone with action until we
were allowed to chase our dreams
once again from 4th of September
when the tests finally ended.

BOARD EXAMINATIONS : ICSE AND ISCE
YEAR : 2020-2021
Total No. of Appeared Passed
Students

90%
and
above

80%
to
89%

70%
to
79%

60%
to
69%

Below
59%

Secondary
Level
Examination

178

178

77

74

27

–

–

Higher
Secondary
Level
Examination

153

153

64

64

25

–

–

ICSE AND ISCE
IN THE NEW FORMAT
As per the new rules of the Council and according to the need of the situation, the
School is gearing up for the ICSE and ISCE Examination in the new format. The Council
has decided to organise the examination in the MCQ format in the online mode and the
school is leaving no stone unturned to prepare the students as per the requirements. To
train the students for their Board Exam, the First Assessment of the students appearing
for the same in 2022 were rescheduled and the new MCQ format was followed while
preparing the question papers for all the subjects. We sincerely pray that our students
will keep studying with utmost dedication as they have always done and will keep the
banner of our school flying high.

- Supratim Halder (8B)

REGISTRATION OF
STUDENTS OF CLASSES 9 AND 11
As the School is training the ICSE and ISCE examinees for the new format of Examination, registration of the next batch of
students is almost nearing its end. The present students of Classes 9 and 11 have mostly completed their registration with the
Council successfully. Till date, the number of students registered in Class 9 is 176 and the number of students registered in
Class 11 is 161.
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