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From the Editors' Desk
Greetings to all!
Welcome to the fifth edition of our newsletter, DBB Beams. We hope that all our
previous editions have refreshed your minds so once again we are back with a
wide range of poetry and inspirational articles.
We welcome you all to the beginning of this new academic year which will be
filled with different colourful activities and virtual celebrations.
We hope all our readers are keeping good health. May you continue to be under
God's loving care and protection. Have faith and stay safe as this tough time too
shall pass.
Happy reading!
The Editorial Team
Ma'am Pronomita and Ma'am Reshmi

FIRST DAY OF CLASS 1
Empty classrooms, empty playground no crowd at the gate. No hugs, no crying, no
apprehensions of the parents. The school gates were closed but the hearts were open.
There was no teacher in the classrooms but each and every student was in the eyes of the
teachers. Yes, once again we began the classes with our precious kids online on
Microsoft Teams on 13th of April. Father Rector, Father Principal and Father VicePrincipal made the day special and colorful with their inspiring words. The teachers
introduced themselves to the little ones who sat staring at the screen with surprise and
amazement at their new school in their mobile phones. It was wonderful to meet the
smiles and dreams and sparkles they had in their eyes. We hope that we become
responsible enough to return them their childhood and their most loved playground. The
day was indeed a memorable one.

-Ma'am Surashree Chatterjee
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"DBB MAKES THE IMPOSSIBLE , POSSIBLE"
It passed like a flash. When we started our last academic session, it was filled with uncertainties. We were absolutely in a dire status.
Although, Microsoft TEAMS became a "new" friend of ours, but deep inside our mind, we all wished to bid good bye to this "new" friend,
and experience the corridors of school again. Apparently, online mode of education seemed to be very simple, but it actually wasn't. As
days went by, we faced it. But, inspite of the "glitches" and "technical problems", it was our Teachers and the School Management, who
made the online classes lively for us. As a student of the school, words fall short to acclaim the amount of hard work and dexterity pulled
out by them. DBB has always been off the beat, it has always been unique. Who would have thought that a solemn occasion like the
Investiture ceremony will be carried out so smoothly in the Online Mode? Just like the proverb goes, "All work and no play makes Jack a
dull boy", there is something which we here at Don Bosco Bandel, have incorporated in our blood since Class 1. Yes, it's Co-Curricular
activities. And, to all our heart's content, when we used to look through the calendar of every month in the website, it always brought a
smile to our face, especially at a time when the world wasn't smiling.
From Debates to Quiz, from Independence Day Celebration to Teacher's Day, it was just like a surreal ride. Although, one half of our
unconscious mind was still in our "HEAVEN OF DREAMS" located at Avinash Mukherjee Road, another half of our mind was just very
proud. Proud, looking at the tireless efforts the School undertakes to make this rollercoaster ride, also known as "School Life" enjoyable.
I always remember and cherish the moments, when I look at the last academic session. First of all, each and every class was invited to a
seminar catering to their interest, which was and will always be very helpful in our future prospects. The memory which will strike me for
the rest of my life, is undoubtedly the "TEAM SPIRIT" which we developed while organizing any activity. Inspite of sitting miles away from
each other, it was always the tagline of "BOSCO" which connected us. As the days became misty and cold, DBB celebrated Children's
Day in utmost grandeur. The efforts of the teachers shall never remain undermined. Inspite of the fact that we had to celebrate a day like
Children's Day in the Online Mode, I am pretty much sure that after the event, all our eyes were filled with tears when we had a glimpse of
our School. And, obviously, those tears were "the tears filled with joy". Christmas came with a light of hope. Undoubtedly, the Christmas
Activity was an admixture of team spirit and brotherhood which made the event finesse and memorable.
2021 was expected to be a year of positivity and hope. It was, as just after few weeks, our long awaited wish of going back to School was
possible. Respecting the Protocols, we were provided with a very favorable and safe classroom environment for writing our exams. At
that point of time, we were instilled with a lot of ambitions and hope for 2021. I could hallucinate the good times waiting for us in the
months to come. But, unfortunately things didn't go our way. We are again standing in an air of uncertainty , an air of unknowingness.
But, we still keep on praying so that the situation normalizes as soon as possible. Being away from our Second Home for two straight
years isn't that fair.
Whatever situation we are in, we still cling on to our hopes and expect a fantastic Academic Session ahead of us, because we know that
"DBB makes the impossible, possible"
"Not all schools are Don Bosco, and not all Don Bosco is Don Bosco Bandel"
Be it.
Live it.

Regards,
Ishayu Gupta.
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FUTURISTIC POSSIBILITIES IN HUMANITIES STUDY – A SEMINAR
On 23rd April 2021, we the students of the Humanities stream of ISC Batch 2023, Don Bosco School Bandel, had the privilege of attending a
seminar on the topic “ Futuristic possibilities in Humanities study “ , arranged by Rev. Fr. Principal.
We had Mr. Peter Lepcha as our resource person, who is the Dean of Arts and Humanities Studies at Salesian College, Siliguri. Mr. Peter
began the seminar by quoting Nelson Mandela “ Education is the most powerful weapon which we can use to change the world. “ He
emphasized the need of education in bringing a change in this world, thus, bringing out the aptness in calling education as a weapon. Firstly,
he told us that we are privileged to receive secondary education, and that too, in as good an institution as Don Bosco Bandel, as only 25% of
students ( which means we're a part of that 25% ) in urban areas receive higher secondary education, a little better than 17% in rural areas, in
West Bengal.
Now, we come to the main course of the seminar. Even now, we see many students and parents having an opinion that arts (humanities) is
mainly chosen by students who are less meritorious than others, but Mr. Peter said that this is a completely wrong concept. To prove it so, he
told us that general studies show that humanities students possess better leadership qualities than students from other streams, and hence
are able to provide better and stable leadership. Next, coming to futuristic possibilities, we were told that humanities subjects can provide us
with a wide variety of choices starting from Union Public Service Commission ( IAS, IFS, IPS etc. ) to teaching , to being a psychologist, or a
lawyer, or a historian, or an economist, to being a diplomat dealing with international relations , or even Mass Communication & Journalism
etc. Doesn't it sound great ? Well yes, it does!
Whatsoever be the ambition that we would pursue, the first and foremost is that we study well and sincerely. It's only the education of today
that can help us build a better future tomorrow. The farrago-opinion of the society can't be changed overnight, but with our joint efforts, we can
surely do so, one day. He also advised us not to give an ear to what others say about our studies, because we should study what we love and
not under anyone's influence. OUR FUTURE ULTIMATELY, IS BUILT BY US.
The seminar was indeed an enriching one, which rejuvenated us as we are looking forward to another scholastic year. The seminar was
helpful in answering questions that some students had, regarding career and studies. I am really thankful to Father Principal for organizing
such a seminar for us. I would eagerly look forward to attend such seminars in future again.
“ Education makes people easy to lead but difficult to drive: easy to govern, but impossible to enslave. “ Peter Brougham
- Tamoghna Chowdhury (11 A)

REMEMBERING WORLD WILDLIFE DAY … 3RD MARCH

Fasten your seat belts, it's gonna be a bumpy ride,
As I am going to take you to the world of wildlife.
We reached Kanha, popularly known as the land of tiger,
On 3rd March with the help of our veteran guide-driver.
Roaring tiger, flying squirrel, long-tailed langur, fierce panther,
Created a scared, anxious and adventurous chapter.
Peaceful, herbivore, protective, motherly natured,
They were the Barasingha, Sambar, Barking and Chital deer.
They form diversity; they are all our friends,

WE SHOULD SAVE THEM TO STOP THE WORLD'S END.
- Saiansh Dey (3 B)
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GONE ARE THE GOOD OLD DAYS
I recall waking up to constant alarms and people shouting "wakeup, it's time to
get ready and go to school" but alas! this seems like a distant dream now.
It was hard to adapt to the virtual life and spend more time in front of the screen
but just like how there are two sides of a coin, we must always look at the
positive aspects of this pandemic. The fear of the virus has fuelled us into living
a healthier life. These days, I get time to play tennis and go cycling with my
cousins, something that might have been difficult elsewise. The homemade
"Kadha" has substituted cold drinks and juice. This pandemic has brought me
closer to my family and made me appreciate the important things in life. Not a
day goes without me missing school, but watching the news and listening to my
parents has made me realize that it is more important to stay home right now.
So, I request everyone to stay home and stay safe because this too shall pass.
We shall emerge victorious.
- Kanav Agarwalla (4A)

THE BEST APRIL FOOL JOKE I EVER MADE
April Fool's Day is an annual custom on 1st April, consisting of harmless practical jokes.
Jokesters often expose their actions by shouting "April Fool!” and here is how I did it this
year.
My elder brother has a big sweet tooth. He loves to have my portion of the pastries too. So
this April fool's Day, I decided to play a prank on him!
I replaced the salt in the sprinkler, with powdered sugar and mischievously waited for him
to have his boiled eggs for breakfast; Voilà! The shocking look on his face! Hahaha, he
surely stayed away from sweets at least for the next few days.
By the way, did you know that April fool's Day is an official city holiday at Odessa, Ukraine?!
- Sthitodhee De (4D)

THE BEAUTIFUL UNIVERSE
We live on Earth which is a planet in the Milky Way Galaxy. Many galaxies
make up a Universe. It is a vast space, and it was formed by an explosion
called the Big Bang. It has been 13.8 billion years after this explosion.
Nowadays, there are many artificial satellites but Sputnik-1 was the first
artificial Earth satellite. The Soviet Union launched it into an elliptical low
Earth orbit on 4 October 1957. In the modern times, many astronauts are
sent in the space. The first dog sent to space was named Laika also
known as the space dog. In the year 2020, the Sun, Jupiter and the Saturn
were in the straight line which had happened 500 years ago. There are
many asteroids, some of them are considered as Dwarf Planets. The
Pistol star is the largest star in the Universe. It is 100 times massive than
our Sun. The Universe is changing continuously. Scientists are busy with
their research and we wish to find many more interesting facts about our
beautiful universe.

Big Bang

Solar System

- Shinjan Dey (4C)
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EARTH DAY
The Earth is our Home, but how often do we remember it? Our Home should be kept clean and
green - only then can we expect to live healthily at present and for generations to come. These ideas
are at the core of observing the Earth Day on 22nd April. It reminds us of our duty to protect the
natural diversity of our Home so that Mother Nature returns our efforts with her gift of a very peaceful
and lovely planet. It has again been proved by the present pandemic that we need to set right the
wrongs already committed by us. I have tried to celebrate this day by a small effort of not turning on
our air conditioner for the whole day and save Mother Nature from some harmful gas emissions. Let
us all join hands to ensure that our Home remains our Home in future too.
- Ritam Sadhu (5C)

A Peaceful Night

The moon is smiling in the sky,
On a starry night.
It kisses the leaves softly,
With its soft, soothing light.

The gorgeous sunshine of the beautiful dawn,
Gives a golden shine to my lawn;
The flowers which bloomed last night,
Are all up- red, blue, yellow and white.
They are dancing on their slender feet,
Facing each other they cheerfully greet;
Throughout my garden there is lustrous grass,
That shines like broken, tinkling glass!
The trees are swinging their heads on high,
While the wind is passing by.
I see beautiful songbirds of every variety---Orioles, blackbirds, mynahs in plenty.
It is pretty good to see the gold green beetles pass,
Among the twining roots of the trees near the grass.
Butterflies sit on the flowers the livelong day,
Especially in the months of April and May.
The crickets are shrilling throughout the silent night,
And in the morning when the sun is burning bright!
My garden is a place of joy and glee,
Because it has every animal and every tree.

- Auroni De (6A)
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It watches the earth sleep,
On a peaceful night ---Illuminating the darkness,
With stars twinkling bright.
The gurgling stream is flowing,
Without ever ceasing,
While the moonlight glances on the water,
That is too pleasing.
The sweet sound of nature prevails,
The cry of a cicada to hooting of owls,
While in the grassy meadow below,
A big red fox prowls.
The birds are asleep in their nests,
Some of them still awake;
The song of the cuckoos and thrushes
Isn't ceasing till daybreak.
The crickets start shrilling,
The dawning sight is in sight,
And that is the end
Of a truly blissful night.

- Auroni De (6A)
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A WARM WELCOME TO
THE NEW MEMBERS OF OUR DBB FAMIILY

SIR SUBHRANGSHU SINGHA

MISS TWINKLE JAIN

ANIMATION PROGRAMME
(Understanding and coping up with Covid-19 reality)
Don Bosco School, Bandel took an initiative of organising an animation programme on understanding and coping up with the COVID-19
reality. Our Respected Principal, Fr. Noby K. George had invited a renowned psychologist ,Ms. Devlina Lahiri from Anubhav Positive
Psychology, Kolkata to interact and counsel the students . Through this animation we came to know many interesting facts about how to
stay positive, motivated and focused. Ms. Devlina showed different videos and explained that we should not give up under any
circumstantial pressure. She showed a beautiful presentation with few positive activities to do in our daily lives like: i)
Always think positive. Never give up
ii)
Have a set schedule
iii) Begin your day with positivity
iv) Stay connected with your friends
v) Do two random acts of kindness every week
vi) Diary writing. Before going to bed write in your diary one positive thing that you were grateful for on that day.
vii) Melt away. She taught us an exercise on how to melt yourself when feeling angry or distressed.
viii) Before going to sleep write down all the things that you think you would like to achieve the next day.
The animation was very helpful for us in this COVID-19 situation. We sincerely thank Father Principal and Ms. Devlina for such a
beautiful animation.
- Aadib Alam (7A)
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SCOUTS' MOVEMENT DURING THE PANDEMIC
The whole world has come to a standstill due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
The dangerous virus is killing thousands of people and we are helpless.
This pandemic forced the Government of India to call for an immediate
lockdown from 24th March 2020. All schools, offices and colleges were
shut down. Online classes were started in schools and colleges. Doctors
and healthcare workers started working day and night for our safety.
Maintaining covid protocols became a part of our everyday life. Millions of
people lost their near and dear ones fighting this virus.
We are all fighting together to overcome this situation. Our school has
started regular online classes. But as Scouts, we had a different thought.
Our movement has a lot of outdoor activities. How would we cope up with this, having limited access to the outside world?
Our Scout Master thought of online meetings. Scouting and that too
online gave rise to a question mark in our minds. But we all took it up as
a challenge, not to keep Scouting away from us.
Our first scout meeting was organized through Zoom platform. We were
instructed how to do projects and prepare ourselves for the scout test. It
was a different experience for us because scouting has always been an
outdoor activity. Our Scout Masters and Past Pupils started helping us
with all our activities.
Sometime later, Fr. Principal permitted us to have our Scout Meetings
through Microsoft Teams platform. Separate teams was created for
Scouts and we were all familiar with the system. Every Friday, at 9:00
pm, we were allotted time for our Scout Meetings. Having finished our
studies, our School Scout Troop would join for a full-fledged Scouting
Training that comprised of Gadget Making, First Aid, Estimation,
Compass, Knowledge on Scouting, etc. Online Camp Fire competition
was organized too. After a stressful week of studies, it was time to enjoy
and be ourselves, be Scouts and be adventurous. National and Festival Days were celebrated too on this online platform. We never let the spirit of
Scouting go down even though we did not venture out. Both our Scout Masters, Sir Goswami and Sir R. P. Boral guided and supported us. Fr.
Principal has always been our guide and
has encouraged us. He has always
provided us all help and support in our
Scouting Movement.
In the month of September, few of our
scouts appeared for an online Rajya
Puraskar Test. Four of our scouts (Dev
Chatterjee, Banty Mondol, Shubh Khatry
and Chitresh Rajan) qualified for the
same. As the lockdown got over and the
situation improved for some time, in
February, The State Headquarter
proposed for an offline Rajya Puraskar
Test. Another group of Scouts were
trained and were allowed to go to
Ganganagar, maintaining all Covid
Protocols. Three of our scouts (Aditya
Hazra, Shithan Roy and Soumya Dey)
successfully qualified for the Rajya
Puraskar Award.
Our Scout Motto “BE PREPARED”
states that scouts are prepared to face
any kind of situation, we have always
followed this with true spirit. During this
difficult time, let us all unite to defeat this
virus.
- Aditya Hazra (9B)
Rajya Puraskar Scout
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