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As l write this message for the first issue of the Newsletter 'DBB Beams', my thoughts are with
the people who are suffering at this time due to the spread of Covid-19 and the impact of Super
cyclone Umphan. Let's reassure ourselves that this too will pass away and that “there will be
sunshine tomorrow”. In the past, we tried to teach you how to climb the ladder of success but
the time has come to learn how to deal with the missed targets, unattained goals, and to hear
the untold stories. Children of today deal with the complex issue of defining what school is all
about when faced with the closure of schools. At this trying times, I am sure a newsletter like this
will definitely serve the purpose of keeping in touch with the school and to share your news and
views from time to time. I hope the newsletter will bring out the creativity and spread the habit of
reading among the children. Good luck to the editorial team and a happy reading time for all.
Fr. Noby K. George, Principal
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Last date for contributing to the Cyclone Relief Fund
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DBB Beams is undoubtedly a unifying platform that nurtures the feeling of
being 'at school' even when you are at home and rejuvenates the joyous
atmosphere of school days, tinged by the hues of youthful energy. Just as the
rainbow is fabricated by the unification of the seven colours of nature, DBB
Beams came into being by the zestful participation of the life force of Don
Bosco School, Bandel i.e. the students themselves. DBB Beams is not only a
newsletter but also a unifying platform to showcase the talent and creativity of
the students of both the Junior and the Senior Section. Hoping to hear from
you. Write to us through school email ID. Dear students, we intend to
encourage new writing talent and expect full co-operation while you unleash a
wide spectrum of creative skills mixed with the colours of your imagination.
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God bless all of you!
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Photo Caption Contest

Ms. Pronomita & Ms. Sreeti
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Dear Students,
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NATURE, RED IN TOOTH AND CLAW
Supercyclone Amphan, which raged for hours on 21st May 2020, left several areas of South Bengal and Kolkata completely devastated. The
destruction, unprecedented in recent public memory, resulted in thousands of houses being damaged, low lying areas being inundated and
crops over thousands of acres being destroyed.
Strong winds raging at the speed of 125kmph turned cars in Kolkata and felled trees and electricity poles blocking important roads and
intersections. The mobile and internet services were also down as the cyclone had damaged several communication towers. The cyclone
claimed at least 106 precious lives and left a trail of destruction in Odisha and six districts of West Bengal namely, East Midnapur, North 24
parganas, South 24 parganas, Kolkata, Hooghly and Howrah.
As the cyclone raged across the district of Hooghly with a windspeed of 110-115 kmph, it left a trail of destruction behind. Being located on the
bank of the Hooghly river, Don Bosco School, Bandel, too, was not spared from its claws. The
lush green fields lay in a devastated condition. The tall shady trees were ruthlessly uprooted
from their secure earth-caves. Such was the ferocity of the reckless wind that it broke even a
coconut tree after a long battle it tried for its survival. The big field by the Ganges, the new
basketball court have remained silent witnesses to the trail of destruction left behind by the
cyclone. The school was left without power for three days after the fateful day. No major
damages to the school building, thanks to the proper maintenance carried out from time to time.
Class rooms besides the chemistry lab need some repairs and the work is in progress for the
restoration. With immense faith in God, we will surely overcome all obstacles that come our way
and emerge victorious. All of us will remember the devastating cyclone for a long time to come.
- High School Correspondent

Online Offbeat: Teachers and Students daring to face the unprepared
The unprecedented changes brought in by the Covid'19 pandemic left no arena untouched, and even the Education Sector was in for a
surprise. But, fortunately, Don Bosco School, Bandel had no pause and marched on without a 'handbrake' impact. DB Bandel is always on its
move, always with the flow. Hence, in order to cope up with the working days, and without losing many days at the outbreak of deadly pandemic,
the School efficiently switched on to the new era of Education Online Education. Though initially Zoom app was used, we were offered the
much preferred Microsoft Teams to continue the classes. We are able to have regular classes with almost 100% attendance. All challenges in
the new mode of learning were met with the motto: 'the Greater the obstacle, the more Glory in overcoming it'. Our teachers were really quick to
respond to our needs and gave us the best they could do. Though not all are tech savvy, the impeccable determination and dedication shown
by the teachers and students, in grasping the new system is greatly laudable.
It was, hence, the 'hard work' and the 'alluring coordination' between the School Management and the Student Fraternity which helped in
creating an atmosphere of 'A school away from school'. Overall, an enchanting classroom atmosphere was created, where students engaged
and interacted with their teachers, raised doubts and a prompt response was always on the onset. Don Bosco School, Bandel always believes
that, 'all work and no play, makes a Bosconian a dull boy.' Thus, several online talent competitions too were organized to make learning
engaging, interesting and refreshing.
To conclude, all of us are in an unpretentious and unpredictable situation. One segment of our mind is asking us to run to the lush green fields of
our Alma - Mater. Another segment advises us to adapt to the current situations of Online Education. But, whatever it may, DBB has always
been 'unstoppable' in every field and, through this medium of online education, it shall undoubtedly create an atmosphere, fostering,
“Knowledge & Service” forever.
With Regards,
Ishayu Gupta.
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ONLINE DEBATE FIESTA
April & May is always a time of
rejuvenation for Bandel Bosconians.
Fresh after the end-of-exam break, the
new term incepts with the hymn of “Let me
Start Again” and students look forward to
the clean slate of 12 months ahead of
them, to fill in with vibrant hues. Due to the
enforced lockdown because of the
Coronavirus Pandemic, Bosconians in
April were reminiscing nostalgic events
like The Investiture Ceremony, the House
Quizzes and Sport Events, the Rabindra
Jayanti ceremony, etc. With souvenirs of
such memories, we didn't stop, because
we move on, “whatever it takes”. In the 2nd
week of April, a plan founded itself in the
minds of two entirely anonymous 10th
Grade Bosconians (with their ICSE
papers on-hold and the future of their
Boards, indeterminate) whose brains
(cultural side) were decaying due to lack
of activities and the constant consumption
of “Netflix and Chill”. An online debate
fiesta was planned, on one of the most
influential, notable agendas in the history
of mankind the Left V/S the Right, the
People V/S the Power: in official terms the
agenda formed was “Capitalism is the
Order of the Neoteric Future, not
Communism”.
In this age of Internet of Things, nothing is
impossible. With a few WhatsApp and
Instagram texts and stories, the entire 10th

Grade came to know of the plan formed.
People dropped in to register, and we found
out among ourselves a Moderator (Deep
Acharya) of the 12th Grade. With 9 students
of the 10th Grade filling in, and a few
spectators; with an uneven ratio with respect
to participants but a balance in mindsets, the
debate was set in motion by the Moderator,
on the 19th of April, 2020, at 8.30 PM.
Communism and Capitalism are very crucial
and weighty topics in today's society, hence
as sophomores, it was essential for us to
understand how the world works. Research
was an extremely fruitful event for us, as we
delved into the harsh reality of the world
rather than the fancy fantasies we imagine.
The debate saw twists and turns, as
countless examples of manipulated
communism and atrocious capitalism
presented itself. In the pandemic situation
where mankind realized the necessity of
necessities rather than luxuries, the motive
of the debate made a significant impact on all
of us than we could imagine. Through our
virtual presences, we all aroused that feeling
of excitement, of eagerness and
enthusiasm, of zeal and sparks and thrill,
which had been laid dormant in us since
Lockdown 1.0 was announced. After 3 hours
of prolific discussion and rebuttals and
statements, the Moderator pronounced
Capitalism to be the Order of the Neoteric
Future, since “Nothing was left of the Left”,
though the Red-Dream lived on among
the Comrades.
Titles of “Best Team, Best Speakers,
Special and Verbal Mentions and Best
Rebuttal” were conferred (virtually) and
Online Certificates sanctioned by the
Moderator itself were distributed, and the
electrifying mood of the Debate faded in
peace. Memories were formed, and the
happiness and joy of knowing something
like this (though small-scale) was pulled
off by us, appeased our uneasy grey cells,
and we moved on, with contentment and
peace.
Regards,
Saswata Chakraborty
(Former Assistant Prefect, DBB)
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DBB WELCOMES NEW STAFF MEMBERS
When it comes to Don Bosco Bandel, anything is possible!
The great pandemic has isolated all of us physically, but could not separate us in spirit. The
Fathers and the faculty members welcomed the newly appointed staff members into this
great family through an online welcome program, a brain child of the very innovative and
creative Principal of the school, Rev. Fr. Noby George.
The students of various classes had already busied themselves from a day ahead,
preparing either a short video or an online card or a message to welcome their new Fathers
and teachers and sent their messages personally to their personal mobile numbers. The
th
senior DBB family members including the Fathers and the teachers met on the 24 of June, 2020 at 2:00pm
through an online platform and welcomed the newcomers with prayers, songs and poetry proving no
distancing can dampen the soaring spirit of the members of the Bosconian family.
The program began on time with a song by Sushmit Mitra, a student of
class 8. That set the mood for the afternoon and the welcome program
paced gallantly ahead. Fr. Noby George, enthusiastically welcomed all to
the meet. Fr. Clement, the new Dean of Studies, Br. Suleman, Ms. Gunjan
Sharma, Mrs. Chayanika Dutta (Das), Ms. Surangana Mondal, Ms.
Ranita Debnath and Ms. Lucy Bandana Ekka were heartily welcomed to
the institution.
Thereafter, Mr. Subhas Gomes, the coordinator of the high school led
everyone to prayer invoking the blessing of the Almighty upon this
loving family. Mr. Hubert Rodricks, the Cultural Committee Head and
the organizer of the day's program, invited everyone to join in for the
hymn to Don Bosco and everyone joined in gleefully singing this much
loved hymn to our Founder and Father, Saint John Bosco.
Gradually, it became difficult believing the fact that we were in actuality
far away from one another, it felt as Rev Father Clement Lakra
addressed us and spoke of his homecoming as he had walked the same corridors as a student and later as
an assistant teacher. We could see from the twinkle of his eye as he spoke, the happiness oozing out, the
happiness of coming back home amidst old family members. He also introduced the rest of us to Brother
Suleman Tudu who was practically a new member to his family, but the smile on his face said it all, that he felt
“at home.”
Ma'am Srijita then added colour to the program with her
beautiful rendition of the hymn “Walk with me O my
Lord…”. Ma'am Twinkle Ghosh then welcomed the new
appointees and thanked Fr. Principal for his very
innovative idea of getting all of us together to share the
virtual space, followed by a short presentation by Mr.
Suryadeep Mukherjee, a faculty member where he
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presented a self recited poetry that called us back to our roots.
Rev. Father E.J. Anthony, the Rector of the house and the Family Head
then blessed us all with his very inspiring words where he spoke of how we
are braving a trying situation. He never fails to motivate any crowd at any
time, and given this situation, his words acted as a balm to our souls
yearning for the normal days. He blessed the new appointees and
welcomed them through his words of wisdom.
The program ended with a prayer song “Aguner Poroshmoni…” and thus the welcome ceremony came to a
close with all of us hanging up with a feeling of nostalgia and a yearning to go back to those corridors again
back to Don Bosco Bandel, the seat of wisdom where God abides.
(As reported by Cultural Committee)

Fr. Clement Lakra

Ms. Gunjan Sharma
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Br. Suleman Tudu

Ms. Lucy Bandana Ekka

Ms. Surangana Mondal

Ms. Ranita Debnath

Ms. Chayanika Dutta (Das)
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WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY : 5th June
World Environment Day is celebrated every year on 5th June. People and organizations from over 143
countries participate in the event. The main theme propagated at this celebration is promoting environmental
conservation. It deals with all the constituents of the environment, that is, forests, marine life, air quality, soil
pollution, etc.
On this World Environment Day, the students of DBB (Junior Section) made amazing efforts for environmental
protection and conservation in whatever way they could. Children were encouraged to take part in activities that
promote environmental protection. Some planted young saplings in their gardens as well as their
neighborhood. Some drew posters, composed written poems and articles in order to create awareness about
World Environment Day. Some interesting and inspiring images which were sent by our children are displayed
below.

Pranjal Biswas 5D

Rangeet Srimani 5B

Piyush Arion Mitra 5C

Swarnava Ghosh 2A
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Abhinav Bhowmik 4B

Auroni De 5C

Angshuman Ray 3C

Anubhab Majumder 2B
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A NOBLE DEED
''There is more happiness in giving than receiving''. This proverb
has rightly been proved by one of our own Bosconians, namely, Anurag
Patuli of class 5B. Amidst this novel Coronavirus situation, he had a
noble & unique idea of raising funds for the cause by selling his
paintings. As social distancing was an important factor his father too
helped him in this by taking an initiative of spreading the word to his
office colleagues and also in the neighbourhood. Once his paintings
were sold he contributed the amount to the CM fund by handing over a
paycheck to the District Magistrate. Some paintings are posted here.
''WE ARE PROUD OF YOU ANURAG”

Quarantine Champs
We have completed 3 months
of this excruciating lockdown.
With paused examinations and
the deadly axe of corona virus
hanging over our head, it is
very important that students
engage in activities, other than
studies, in order to keep
themselves motivated and
protect their mental health. In
the last 76 days of lockdown,
students have participated in
many competitions held both
outside as well as within the school to showcase and improve their talents. Students of DBB (Junior
section) have participated in online drawing competitions to keep their budding art enthusiasm
alive, along with online sports competitions like chess, karate and coding contest. Few competitions
were even held at school for the kids on the occasion of Rabindra Jayanti followed by Speech
competition (English). The kids had performed marvelously and nothing could stop these little
heroes from giving their best . Here are some of the glimpses of the achievers and their
achievements.
- Primary Section Correspondent
REASON, RELIGION and KINDNESS
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Winners Of Singing Competition (Classes 1 to 5)
Class

1st Position

2nd Position

3rd Position

1

Aahan Biswas (1C)

Priyojit Mondal (1B)

Baidurja Bakchi (1A)

2

Ekaaksh Deb Choudhury (2B)

Anjishnu Das (2A)

Souhardya Dinda (2B)
Abhirup Mal (2C)

3

Bhargav Saha (3D)

Apurba Goswami (3B)
Adrish Chatterjee(3C)

Shaunak Majhi (3A),
Shinjan Dey (3A)

4

Chirantan Mukherjee (4B)

Sagnik Sarkar (4B)
Sourjyo Majumder (4A)

Bodhaditya Ghosh (4D)

5

Abir Das (5D)

Baibhab Bagchi (5A)

Souparna Bhattacharyya (5B)
Arkadeb Chatterjee (5C)

Winners Of English Speech Competition (Classes 1to 5)
Class

1st Position

2nd Position

3rd Position

1

Arnesh Dutta (1A)
Shraman Roy (1B)

Souhardya Das (1A)
Aahan Biswas (1C)
Debdeep Mitra (1D)
Vignesh Chaudhury (1A)

Pouravyo Sil (1B)
Asmit Chakraborty (1B)
Prateek Agarwal (1D)

2

Anjishnu Das (2A)
Praarjun Sen (2D)

Saiansh Dey (2D)

Spandan Chowdhury (2B)
Arkadyuti Das (2C)

3

Sthitodhee De (3B)
Kanav Agarwalla (3C)

Parijat Bhattacharya (3B)
Satyam Banerjee (3D)

Shinjan Dey (3A)
Shaunak Majhi (3A)
Pratyay Chattopadhyay (3B)

4

Rajveer Singh (4C)

Agniva Chakraborty (4A)

Srinjoy Patwary (4B)
Ayush Agarwal (4D)

5

Auroni De (5C)
Soumyadeep Roy (5A)

Sagnik Maitra (5C)
Archisman Majumder (5D)

Siddartha Ganguly (5D)

GROUP - 1 (Classes 6 to 8) • No. of Participants - 243
1st : AKASH TOSH (6B)

Caption - "For the strength of the pack is the Wolf and
the strength of the Wolf is the pack".
2nd : KUSHAL NANJA REDDY (7D) Caption - " Nobody can whistle a symphony. It takes a
whole orchestra".
3rd : SWAPNIL MUKHERJEE (6D) Caption - "The Warriors in Mask, Batting An Uphill Task".

GROUP - 2 (Classes 9 to 12) • No. of Participants - 164
1st : SAYANDEEP MODAK (12C)

Caption - "At the fall of dusk, my hands though shackled,
won't let you fall an innocuous fall".
2nd : ANUTTAM MAJUMDAR (10B) Caption - " Heroic struggles and miraculous saviour winning the battles of life".
3rd : ARYESH DAS (10A)
Caption - "The tru hero aids the needy as the bystanders
stay motionless".
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